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Preserving the past, growing the future.
Launching a 100 year masterplan for the national arboretum.

Eastwoodhill arboretum is the national arboretum, it is home to 3500 taxa, many
of which are on the world endangered list. It is internationally recognised as a safe
repository for plants and home to the largest collection of northern hemisphere trees
south of the equator.

In 2010 Eastwoodhill celebrated 100 years of operation. As part of the centennial celebration the
Eastwoodhill Trust Board turned its collective minds to what would happen in the next 100 years.

It was clear to the board that the internationally recognised collection had reached maturity and

that staff and trustees would change over time so a clear way forward was required to guide ongoing
maintenance and development of the park.

USA based Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects, an internationally renowned firm with links
to Gisborne, was engaged to develop the plan, paving the way for future custodians of this national

treasure.




As the nuclear arms race escalated in the

mid 20th century, Douglas Cook envisioned
his botanic collections at Eastwoodhill as a
safe haven for northern hemisphere species
threatened by the possibility of war. The
arboretum’s remote location servved as an
arboreal ark for these species, a place to
propagate new plants that might restore species
should they be lost in their native eco-system.
Today, threats faced by forest tree species - particularly
those in developed areas of the northern hemisphere
with climatic conditions similar to Eastwoodhill

are varied and difficult to combat. Already, all over

the world, forest ecosystems have been changed
dramatically as keystone species are threatened or lost.
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Eastwoodhill founder Douglas Cook

There is a distinct need for repositories of species for
study and protection.

Eastwoodhill is rare among the world’s botanic and
arboreal institutions in its ability to host plants from the
northern hemisphere in relative isolation. This unique
characteristic combined with New Zealand’s stringent
biosecurity regulations, makes the arboretum an ideal
environment for the cultivation of threatened species.

This masterplan builds upon Douglas Cook’s vision

for Eastwoodhill as an arboreal ark by developing

the collection according to the demands of global
biodiversity conservation and introducing interpretive
features that allow visitors to understand the importance
of Eastwoodhill as a repository for the world’s temperate
forest tree species.



What is the masterplan?

This incredibly insightful and well executed
plan delivers a way forward for Eastwoodhill
over the next 100 years as the world faces more
environmental uncertainty and increasing
pressure on endangered plants and trees.

The masterplan builds on the potential of
Eastwoodhill’s remarkable collection and provides an
organisational strategy that strengthens its reputation
as an internationally relevant catalogue of northern
hemisphere trees. New Zealand’s isolation and climate
make the arboretum a unique and critical research
station for a global network of scientists studying tree
disease, deforestation, diversity and species extinction.

While Eastwoodhill expands its connections in the
wider world, the institution needs to address the
physical organisation of the collection and expand the
educational possibilities of the visitor experience.
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. New Construction Opportunity

. Restoration Project




The core of the
arboretum in its
proposed final stage.

-----
e

Gisborne

Eastwoodhill

—_—— H/ National Arboretum of New Zealand

Eastwoodhill 100 year Masterplan




Key priorities tor Eastwoodhill

For the purpose of this launch, a few key priorities have been identified for Eastwoodhill to focus on.

PROJECT 1: Link Road / L

A series of proposed Ecozones within the park will /o
create areas of interest relating to geographical .
regions. Species relating to geographic regions will
be concentrated in these zones and then a “link
road” and a series of “link gardens” will link them
together.

The ecozone concept will be a helpful way to spatially

organise the arboreal collection and it will invite interesting
educational opportunities along the way.

The link gardens, along the improved access link track, will
include special features and planting that create a point

of interest in the spirit of Douglas Cook’s planted feature
gardens. It is anticipated that the feature gardens will
become important interpretation and education points.

Link Track
@ Link Garden

B 15 Minute Walk

. 30 Minute Walk Core

Possible Uses

1. Europe zone (agricultural pollution)
The nutrient cycle - this garden will teach visitors about how plants produce
energy for all organisms and how humans impact on the nutrient cycle.

2. North America and Europe (erosion and flooding)
As the earth’s population grows, plants will play a critical role in
water conservation and this garden will provide a space to
appreciate the sound and texture of water while introducing
visitors to the role plants play in the water cycle and their
unique ability to retain and cleanse water.

3. New Zealand / North America (forest
structure)
Natural forests have a distinct layered
structure between the forest floor and
the upper canopy. This garden will
demonstrate the working layers of a forest
canopy and the impact of disturbances on
forest structure.

4. Africa/South America (climate
changes)
Projections are that as many as 50% of Africa’s plants
will have no suitable climate by 2085. This garden will
demonstrate the importance of climate in ecosystems and
introduce the effect of climate change on African and South
American plant life.

5. South America (deforestation)
As plants convert sunlight to food for other species they also provide shelter
and hiding places in the layers of the forest canopy. This garden will showcase the
abundant life of the South Americas and the role plants play in providing food and habitat for all species.

6. Asia (biodiversity conservation)
This garden will introduce visitors to the importance of symbiotic relationships between plants and other
biological species in maintaining a diverse ecosystem.




PROJECT 2: The Abbey

What does Eastwoodhill have in common with Westminster Abbey?

Well we could become the Westminster Abbey of the South. Douglas Cook
planted the existing “Cathedral” early in his days at Eastwoodhill and it now
boasts the tallest tree in the park - a Mountain Ash at 57 metres and still
growing. The team identified that the Cathedral was something worth emulating
but as the trees are reaching maturity it will be difficult to replace in its current
position. So the idea to have an entire cathedral of our own was borne. This
concept is based on the exact measurements of Westminster Abbey and would
be situated on the flat at the Hihiroroa end of the park adjacent to wee flat.

i" P < The cathedral as it exists today

A bird’s eye view _
of the proposed SR TR
Abbey project

PROJECT 3:
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{ who is Nelson

Byrd woltz?

Founded in 1985, Nelson Byrd Woltz (NBW) is a
30-person landscape architecture firm with offices
in Charlottesville Virginia and New York City.
Committed to education and conservation, the
firm has been involved in a broad array of public
and private projects including botanic gardens and
zoos, public parks, private gardens and estates,
academic institutions, corporate campuses, and
town planning. The firm actively seeks this
diversity of project scales and types to cultivate the
creativity of the professional staff. The firm’s work
has garnered over 70 national and regional awards
and has been widely published.

In design projects of all scales, emphasis is placed
on the symbolic, ecological, and practical potential
of plants, water, and natural process in the
sustainable landscape. Careful response is made to
the environmental considerations of a site such as
stormwater retention, wildlife conservation, and
energy efficiency. These landscape designs engage
the site in a way that informs the observer about
the environment we occupy and the greater world
! around us.

More information about the firm can be found at
www.nbwla.com.
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